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| hope that you all believe that old saying, because инь issus ut MINI. which sensiz 
at times to be destined to never come out, is definitely late. by three or four months. 
| think, At this point, | can't even remember when we had originally scheduled it 
although | know it was supposed to appear before issue #16. That requires a little 
explanation 一 generally, we like to run our books in ascending numerical order, but, 
as Mark Martin had finished and delivered his wild and crazy issue, while my story was 
still in the pencil stages, we decided that, rather than make you readers wait another 
two months before another issue of TMNT сате out, не would be radical and publish 
#16 before #15. Simple, right? Yeah. Sorry about the contusion, folks, and we promise 
to never do it again. .. or at least to try not to. 

Apology #2: A lot of you have been watching your mailboxes for the arrival of your 
limited edition hardcover TMNT books for a long time. Those books are just beginning 
to show up in said mailboxes, and we are very sorry it took so long, There are a number 
of reasons why, but the two most important ones are (а) we had never put together 
a book of such length and complexity, and seriously underestimated the time it would 
take, and (b) the printer and bindery took a lot longer to print and bind the darn thing 
than we had anticipated. To soften the sting of the lateness of the book, we have been 
including a gift certificate with each hardcover, good for $5.00 worth of Mirage Studios 
comics. We appreciate the patience of the great majority of you good folks, but deplore 
the rotten altitudes of some who wrote us letters implying that we were taking their money 
with no intention of ever putting out the book. Not only was that a completely erroneous 
conclusion without a logical base, it was also insulting and demeaning to us. We can 
understand your frustration, but Just because the books were a few months late is по 
reason to call us crooks. After all, our motto is "If it's not late, it’s not a Mirage book 

In any event, we're glad that the books are done, and are all sent off to their respec- 
tive purchasers, The next time we do something like this, I will be much more completely 
planned out. In the meantime, | hope that you enjoy this bit of silliness we call Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtlos #151 

The pin-up In this Issue is by Don Laird, and his being my older brother has absolutely 
nothing to do with his pin-up appearing in this Issue 

For the true Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle completst, check out issue #20 of the PUMA 
BLUES (the benefit issue), | wrote and pencilled а four-page story which Kev inked, 
and which features Raphael as you've never seen him before, A taste of things 10 
come. ? 

Oh, and | can't forget the back cover — a piece that Kev and | did; a self-portrait 
ın the studio, done as an ad for the second issue of New Age Comics (a Fantagraphics 
adag). Unfortunately, that book folded and this art never saw print... until now. 
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